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Hobbies: Chess, modern art

My favorite piece of research is... the recent progress in the generation of purely
synthetic protocells.

The secret of being a successful scientist is... to recognize an innovative idea and to creatively track it.

M y favorite subject at school was... Art. We had two excellent teachers in high school and I grew up in
Kassel, the city of the “documenta”, one of the world’s most important modern art exhibitions.

The most significant scientific advance of this century has been... the discovery and formulation of the
quantum theory.

My first experiment was... to craft a Cartesian diver.
It 1 wasn't a scientist, I would be... probably something like a chicken salter at the Oktoberfest.
My most exciting discovery to date has been... the regulation of insulin signalling by cytohesins.

Iha nutshell, my research involves... a broad variety of methods — from organic synthesis to organismic
biology.

In ten years time I will be... a grandfather-hopefully.

The part of my job which I enjoy the most is... the suspense that comes along with an important
experiment and the fulfilment about an exciting result.

The most significant advance in chemistry of this century has been... the elucidation of the structure of
DNA.
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